
Public Safety NOW…Build a Safe Jail (PSN) Minutes…Thursday, June 7, 2012
7:00 am @ Arlis’s Restaurant Meeting Room

1525 Cornwall Avenue, Bellingham

The meeting was called to order by Bruce @ 7:10 am.

Members present:  Joan Dow, Bruce, Paul H. Richard, Wendy, Mark, Constantine, Ray, 
Doralee, Teresa, and Isaac.

The Minutes for May 17, 2012 were accepted as written.

Old Business:

Re-cap of activities: Update by Bruce for Sheriff Elfo…The Executive is committed to 
moving things forward regarding the new jail.

• RFP for land acquisition went out last Tuesday
• RFQ to hire a jail planner went out on Friday for 6 weeks
• Jack Louws, Sheriff, Jeff Parks and Bruce toured SCORE…the Executive was 

engaged throughout the entire tour.
Council members contacted – PSN members spoke to Ken Mann and Kathy Kurshner 
since our last meeting. The County has moved forward faster in the last 45 days than in 
the past 10 years.  Our facilitation and support is helping.

Thank you to Isaac and Terry for the excellent production of the “Penny video.”  Isaac 
noted that any referrals will help pay for future work.

Bruce and Constantine met with John Servais (Political activist - Fairhaven) and 
answered questions regarding the new jail.

Speaking opportunities:
• North Sound Democrats – June 8
• Republican Women (Joan Dow) – July 24

It was noted that speakers need to pitch the buildasafejail.com website at these events and 
encourage donations.

Media Committee Report – Constantine
• Teresa Erickson accepted the position of Letters to the Editor Coordinator and 

will work with Constantine.
• Isaac is willing to edit all letters if sent to him.
• Immediate letters in support of the Executive and County Council in their efforts 

to move the new jail forward should be written.
• Next Video:  We have made the case for a new safe jail. It was agreed upon that 

the next video should focus on the theme of “Endless Possibilities.”  The new jail 
should reflect the culture and values of our community.  The video should educate 
the public regarding the law and justice system….why people go to jail.  We 



discussed having a judge to help speak to these issues in the video.  A message to 
educate the public regarding Whatcom County’s alternative programs and the 
need for more space to offer alternative programs might be part of this video as 
well.  Whatcom County is second only to King County in Washington State for 
offering alternative programs.

• Facebook:  It was agreed upon that it is premature to have a facebook 
administrator.  Thank you Terry for offering the skills of Tara and for your 
willingness to pay for this support.  We anticipate we will need this help in the 
future.

Fund raising:  Our budget is $10K
• We discussed asking for corporate donations.  It was suggested that we send a 

letter to correction vendors.  Bruce will immediately send a letter to Wendy 
asking for a vendors list.  Public interest groups should also be solicited. 

• Volunteers are funding this effort so far.

Business cards and promotion: 
• Our new business cards were handed out.  Paul H. reminded us that they would do 

no good if left in our pockets!  
• We need to pace ourselves and keep focused.  Always keep looking for new 

weekly info for the website.
• Ray offered the big PSN signs for speaking events.
• Check with Sheriff about information/participation in the Sheriff’s booth at the 

Lynden Fair.
• Consider info promotion at community events…parades.
• The need for Sheriff Elfo to be at all speaking events was discussed.  No definite 

conclusion was reached but some felt that with the “Penny video” several PSN 
speakers could handle the job unless the presence of Sheriff Elfo was requested.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45.  The next meeting will be Thursday, June 21st at the 
Arlis Restaurant at 7:00 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Doralee Booth, Secretary


