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To: Riley Sweeney <riley.sweeney@gmail.com>, Andrew Taylor <andrewlynntaylor@gmail.com>

THIS IS ON THE RECORD

Dear Riley -

Thank you for contacting me directly.  You and the Bellingham Herald are the only journalists to do so.

It is true that there is a discrepancy between my last filing for the 2009 campaign and my opening filing for the
2013 campaign. My campaign did not submit "final" 2009 PDC C-4 paperwork which would show the last
expenditures of the campaign and a final balance. The majority of the discrepancy is composed of a large
payment to Lithtex NW and a payment to my campaign manager. I take full responsibility for the oversight and I
apologize to the public.

Because other outlets are posting partial stories, allow me to relay the complete story which can be fully
documented at any time:

Upon receiving notification that Mr. Chester Dow had filed a complaint, we responded to the PDC immediately
and explained the oversight.  We have been in close communication ever since.  I retrieved all of the
documentation I could find and I ordered bank statements directly from Chase Bank.  I sent the PDC copies of
the bank statements that totally corroborate my original conclusion.  Knowing that the people who filed the
complaint were drooling at the opportunity to have the Herald do a story, I forwarded to Herald staff a copy of
everything so that they would know there was nothing nefarious and we have nothing to hide.

The PDC subsequently and justifiably asked me to file amended C-4s that would reflect the actual campaign
expenditures as indicated by the bank records. Reconstructing the transaction details of the last few months of a
4-year-old campaign is time-consuming and labor intensive, but I believe it is a reasonable request.  

I ordered copies of all my bank records from 2009 and reconstructed the expenses. This took longer than
expected because I found additional bookkeeping mistakes.  On Monday, I sent the PDC the full spreadsheet of
corrections and paper copies of all 2009 bank statements.  Once they confirm that my documentation is
satisfactory I will file the appropriate amended C-4s and I expect they will close the complaint.  Ralph Schwartz
of the Herald is on furlough this week, or I would have given him a copy of the additional documents, too.

I would be happy to meet with anybody from any publication or any citizen to provide copies of all of the
documentation. I appreciate the mission of the PDC and the importance of transparency. With overloaded
campaign schedules and part-time staff and volunteers, bookkeeping and paperwork errors do happen. 

Feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions - 360-483-6020.  Thanks, Ken
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